
Year 4 Half-Termly Overview - Autumn 1  

 

Subject Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

English- Reading 

 
 

Text: 
Roman Britain 
 
 
 
Reading Skill: 
Summarising 

Text: 
The Time-Travelling 
Cat and the Roman 
Eagle 
 
Reading Skill: 
Retrieval 

Text: 
Volcanoes in Action 
 
 
 
Reading Skill: 
Retrieval 

Text: 
Tsunamis on the 
Move 
 
 
Reading Skill:  
Word Meaning 

Text: 
Russian Doll 
 
 
 
Reading Skill:  
Word Meaning 

Text: 
The Little Daughter of 
the Snow 
 
 
Reading Skill: 
Inference 

English- Writing 

 
 

Text: 
Love is… 
 
Key focus:  
Poetry 
 
 
 

Text: 
Egyptian Cinderella 
 
Key focus:  
Diary entry  

Text: 
Egyptian Cinderella 
 
Key focus:  
Diary entry  

Text: 
Egyptian Cinderella 
 
Key focus: 
Narrative 
 

Text: 
Egyptian Cinderella 
 
Key focus: 
Narrative 

Text: 
The Magic Box 
 
Key focus:  
Poetry 
 

English- GPS 

 
 

Grammar: Expanded 
noun phrases 
 
 
Spelling rule: 
-sion endings 

Grammar:  
Fronted adverbials 
 
 
Spelling rule: 
-ssion endings 

Grammar:  
Editing basic 
punctuation 
 
Spelling rule: 
-cian endings 

Grammar:  
Inverted commas  
 
 
Spelling rule: 
-in, -ir prefixes 
 

Grammar:  
Up levelling vocabulary  
 
 
Spelling rule: 
-il, -im prefixes 

Grammar:  
Figurative language 
 
 
Spelling rule: 
homophones 

Mathematics 

 

Maths unit: 
Reasoning with large 
numbers 
 
Key Learning: 
Order and compare 
4-digit numbers 
 
Find 10, 100 or 1000 
more or less. 

Maths unit: 
Reasoning with 
large numbers 
 
Key Learning: 
Round numbers to 
the nearest 10, 100 
or 1000. 

Maths unit:  
Addition and 
Subtraction 
 
Key Learning: 
Select appropriate 
strategies to add and 
subtract 

Maths unit:  
Addition and 
Subtraction 
 
Key Learning: 
Illustrate and explain 
appropriate addition 
and subtraction 
strategies 

Maths unit:  
Addition and Subtraction 
 
Key Learning:  Illustrate 
and explain appropriate 
addition and subtraction 
strategies including 
column method with 
regrouping 
 

Maths unit: 
Multiplication and 
Division 
 
Key Learning:  Identify 
and explore patterns in 
multiplication tables 
including 7 and 9 
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Science 

 

Science unit:  
Sound 
 
Key Learning:  
Making links between 
sounds and vibrations 

Science unit: 
Sound 
 
Key Learning: 
How sound travels 

Science unit: 
Sound 
 
Key Learning: 
The inside of the ear 

Science unit: 
Sound 
 
Key Learning:  
How the size of pinna 
can affect volume 

Science unit: 
Sound 
 
Key Learning:  
Pitch 

Science unit: 
Sound 
 
Key Learning: 
Volume 

 
Computing 

 
 

Computing unit:  
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning:  
Play and analyse 
educational games 

Computing unit: 
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning: 
Create a game that 
asks a question and 
provides feedback 

Computing unit: 
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning: 
Develop the game to 
include repetition 

Computing unit: 
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning: 
Improve the interface 
of the game 

Computing unit: 
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning:  
Make the game increase 
in difficulty 

Computing unit: 
We are Software 
Developers 
 
Key Learning: 
Test and improve the 
game 

History 
 

 
 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning: 
Compare and 
contrast ancient 
civilizations 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning: 
Understand BCE 
and CE 
 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning:  
Life in early Egypt 
 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning:  
What was happening 
in Britain in the time 
of Ancient Egypt 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning:  
Ancient Egyptian Gods 
 

History unit:  
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Key Learning:  
Ancient Egyptian beliefs 
in the afterlife. 

Art 

 
 

Art Focus:  
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
To understand how to 
create 3D effects and 
tonal shading 

Art Focus:  
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
To understand how 
to draw in 
proportion and with 
different tones 
 

Art Focus:  
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
Artist Study  
Aala Awad 
 

 

Art Focus: 
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
Artist Study  
Aala Awad 
 
 

Art Focus: 
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
To plan a composition 
for a mixed-media 
drawings 

Art Focus: 
Drawing  
 
Key Learning: 
To use shading 
techniques to create 
pattern and contrast. 
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DT 
 

DT Unit: Mechanisms 
Key Learning: 

Measuring, marking and assembling the chassis of the car 
Designing a car body that reduces air resistance 
Make a model based from a design using a net 

Assemble final product 
Test and evaluate final product 

Outcome: Slingshot car 

RE 

 
 
 

Key Question:  
Why do some people 
think that life is like a 

journey and what 
significant 

experiences mark 
this? 

 
Key Learning: 

 Life as a journey 

Key Question:  
Why do some 

people think that life 
is like a journey and 

what significant 
experiences mark 

this? 
 

Key Learning: 
Significance of 

Baptism to 
Christians  

Key Question:  
Why do some people 
think that life is like a 

journey and what 
significant 

experiences mark 
this? 

 
Key Learning:  

How Jewish people 
mark becoming an 

adult 

Key Question:  
Why do some people 
think that life is like a 

journey and what 
significant 

experiences mark 
this 

 
Key Learning: 

Ceremonies Hindus 
mark in the journey of 

life  

Key Question:  
Why do some people 
think that life is like a 

journey and what 
significant experiences 

mark this? 
 

Key Learning: 
Why people choose to 

get married 

Key Question:  
Why do some people 
think that life is like a 

journey and what 
significant experiences 

mark this? 
 

Key Learning: 
Comparing journeys of 

Christians, Jewish 
people and Hindus 

 

PSHE/RSE 
 
 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning: 
Strategies for working 

collaboratively 
 
 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning: 
Positive healthy 

relationships 
 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning: 
Appropriate 

assertive strategies 
 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning: 
Express intensity of 

feelings 
 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning:  
Wide range of feelings 

 

PSHE Unit:  
Me and My 

Relationships 
 

Key Learning: 
How to respond to 

bullying. 
 

PE 

 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning: 

Passing and moving 
skills 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning: 
Attacking and 

defending 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning: 

Create opportunities 
to shoot 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning:  
Make attacking 
opportunities 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning: 

Understanding footwork 
rules 

PE Unit:  
Netball 

 
Key Learning:  

Applying skills to a 
competition 
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Music 

 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning: 

Listen and appraise 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning: 

Learning the song 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning: 

Improvise with the 
song 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning: 

Compose with the 
song 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning:  

Compose with the song 

Music Unit:  
Mamma Mia 

 
Key Learning:  

Perform the song 

MFL 
 
 
 
 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning:  

Words and phrases 
about hot weather 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning: 

Words and phrases 
about cold weather 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning:  

Days of the week 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning: 

Travelling to school 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning:  

Linking two points 

MFL Unit:  
On y Ca 

 
Key Learning:  
Join sentences 

 

 
 


